
Running head: WHY IS “BLACK SQUARE” A PIECE OF ART?    1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is “Black Square” a Piece of Art? 

Student’s Name: 

Institution Affiliation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHY IS “BLACK SQUARE” A PIECE OF ART? 

 

 

2 

Why is “Black Square” a Piece of Art? 

In 1915, Kazimir Malevich developed the “Black Square” as a simple painting that 

did not portray most of the traditional features of artwork. The artist used a white linen 

canvas, which was 0x80-cm, in completing the painting. The black part of the picture was 

made using mixed colors. Any person looking closely at the painting does not quickly 

derive its intended meaning, and its message is also unclear. Nevertheless, the "Black 

Square" is still a piece of art because the uniqueness in it makes it more appealing, it has 

been designed simply, and its viewers can interpret it differently.  

At the outset, a work of art is not necessarily expected to be too obvious in 

portraying its message. The manner in which the “Black Square” was designed does not 

agree with the methods used in traditional painters, who used more revealing and obvious 

methods in their representations of the world. The “Black Square” was a seminal painting 

that marked the emergence of a new approach to art, commonly referred to as the 

Suprematist movement (Shatskikh, 2012). It is a painting that portrays that the role of art is 

not to represent the world in known ways, but it has to trigger people’s thoughts, and 

challenge them to think differently (Carey, 2006). Therefore, the "Black Square’s" 

uniqueness makes it stand out as an engaging piece of art, which transcends traditional 

methods and skills. 

Furthermore, the manner in which the “Black Square” was designed makes it open 

to different interpretations, a quality that qualifies it as a more relevant work of art. People 

from different parts of the world can interpret it differently based on their experiences and 

perceptions of the world around them. The “Black Square” is only meaningless to those 

who do not pay attention to it, but a keen observer, viewing it invites diverse thoughts. The 
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mixed-use of color and form in the paint expresses different meanings and alternative views 

(Nochlin, 2018). Malevich’s interest was to make viewers explore their thoughts about 

different aspects of society, come up with different questions, and make their conclusions 

about the importance of art in societies. Therefore, the Black Square’s lack of certainty in 

meaning qualifies it as a perfect work of art open to different explanations. 

Besides, the simplicity with which the “Black Square” has been designed makes a 

magnificent piece of art. It offers its meaning to the viewers using a simple form that has no 

figure, a narrative or a scene. Its meaning is more inherent, and its focus is only on 

representing visual appeal to the audience (Nochlin, 2018). Because the method used in 

developing it is entirely untraditional, it does not offer complicated meanings to the 

viewers, and it hides the intention of the artist (Shatskikh, 2012). The darkness surrounding 

the painting makes the audience uncertain concerning its ultimate message (Carey, 2006). 

Therefore, it is a perfect reflection of sophistication in simplicity, which gives art its 

premium in society. 

Therefore, the "Black Square" is a piece of art, which can only be understood by 

their viewers themselves. It represents the diversity of interpretations among members of 

humanity, and it has distinguished qualities or what art is really supposed to be like. Its 

simple form, uncertainty, and uniqueness are all markers of its status as work of art. Thus, 

even though the “Black Square” is a different generation of art that departs from the 

traditional work, it ushers in a new way of thinking and practice of art, and it redefines the 

roles of artists in representing society. 
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