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What makes a good teacher? 

Teachers usually face stressful situations in the course of their work due to the 

demanding nature of the profession. During teaching, all students depend on the teacher and 

seek for his or her undivided attention. Apart from teaching in a classroom, teachers are 

also tasked with other administrative duties, they have to attend to their paperwork and 

respond to various parental requests concerning their children. A teacher is also required to 

prepare daily for the lessons, correct student assignments, plan for other special projects, 

field trips, assessment tests and respond to each student’s requests. Due to this demands, 

this paper argues that a good teacher must have the ability to survive all these demands by 

being adaptable, enthusiastic and ethical.  

Firstly, a good teacher is adaptable to changing circumstances and demands. It is 

mandatory that a teacher is adaptable for him or her to handle the ever-changing demands 

of the teaching profession. In essence, a classroom is a reflection of a balance of flexible 

circumstances and rigid rules (Gordon, Habley & Grites, 2011). While the rules are 

responsible for structuring the situation, there are other kinds of unique responses, 

questions, as well as needs that arise within those rules. It is the responsibility of a teacher 

to maintain a routine in his or her daily life in order to be adaptable when called upon. 

When I was a second-year student in college, my teacher of Business Studies had a good 

routine that kept him organized and he could adapt to changes conveniently. He maintained 

a good routine that made him more flexibility in different situations. 

Moreover, enthusiasm is another significant quality of a good teacher. It is 

mandatory for a teacher to be enthusiastic concerning his or her teaching field (Kuh et al., 

2011).  If a teacher appears to be bored before the students, that boredom will have a ripple 
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effect on the entire students. When conducting research while writing a book titled “Making 

the Most of College” Richard Light carried out an interview with many college students and 

asked them their educational goals and their motivations towards learning. Light found that 

irrespective of their cultural or social backgrounds, students were mostly inspired by the 

enthusiasm exhibited by their teachers (Light, 2004). In college, my teacher of Business 

Studies and Entrepreneurship used to challenge us, inspire us and help all students in 

achieving their educational goals. 

In addition, a good teacher demonstrates a remarkable level of ethical conduct. It is 

imperative for a teacher to be wholeheartedly committed to the professional codes of ethics. 

Most schools have a code of ethics in place that teacher are required to adhere to (Kuh et 

al., 2011). Apart from adhering to the schools’ ethical provisions, good teachers also 

develop their own personal codes of ethics and they have a tendency of holding themselves 

accountable for adhering to their personal standards. My Teacher of Business Studies 

reflected his commitment to ethical standards in his day-to-day teaching. He treated each 

student with the same level of commitment, respect, and engagement.  

In brief, a good teacher is adaptable, enthusiastic and demonstrates ethical conduct 

in his or her work. Adaptability relates to flexibility and responsiveness, enthusiasm help a 

teacher navigate all grounds and situations with a positive mindset while ethical standards 

enable a teacher to embrace all student differences and help them achieve their goals 

without discrimination. Possessing these qualities makes one stand out as a good teacher 

that influences the lives of students in positive ways. 
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